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VIRTUALLY CLUELESS
Who knows how to bring people together electronically

to make good things happen?

by Frank Odasz
franko@bigsky.dillon.mt.us
http://macsky.biqsky.dillon.mt.us/

(The following two paraphrased paragraphs are borrowed from
"Share Our Strength" by Bill Shore.)

Trumpeter wynton Marsalis has visited more than one thousand
schools over the past decade to teach young people about jazz. He
was quoted in Life magazine as saying "What a kid learns about
jazz is how to express his individuality without stepping on
somebody else's. The first thing I tell kids is "Play anything
you want but make it sound like you." The next step is learning
to control that self-expression. Don't just blurt something out,
adapt it to what the other guy is doing. Being a good neighbor,
that's what jazz is all about. Jazz is democracy in action.
Teaching jazz is teaching the language of community. (page 106)

Current political thinking appears to have polarized between the
Republican's belief that the free market is the key to solving
today's social ills, and at the other extreme the Democrats have
the belief that government holds the keys to taking appropriate
action. What both parties seem to have missed is the necessity of
action by the civic sector, as the third leg of the milkstool to
provide support for a vital America.

What both Democrats and Republicans fail to see is that the
government and the market are not enough to make a civilization.
The language of the marketplace says "Get as much as you can for
yourself." The language of government says "Legislate for others
what is good for them." We're missing the distinctive moral
language of a civil society. All of us have to go out in the
public square, and all of us have to assume our citizenship
responsibilities. Rebuilding civil society requires people
talking and listening to each other; making music together as a
community, through songs of action, caring; with a spirit of
giving freely without measuring it out precisely, or demanding
something in return. (Page 12)

The potential of the NIl, community networking, and of each
individual, hangs squarely on this issue of joining with others
to leverage the public good, without thought of personal gain.
Who controls our ability to do this effectively? You and me.

Today, an increasing number of individuals are awakening to the



personal empowerment of today's easy-to-use webbed Internet,
complete with search engines and free software. Many of these
individuals have a vision beyond a society of solo browsers, they
have experienced true human sharing and a sense of community
through their online social experiences and have realized that
with the will to do so, people anywhere, anytime, can bond
together to work toward common goals, no longer limited by
distance, time, or the lack of access to adequate information.

Many community networks operating today are the result of the
work of such individuals who have diligently attempted to impart
their visions to others by providing a model online environment
combining the vision and the tools with citizens eager to benefit
others.

Will the big communications corporations preempt these budding
'bottom-up' community networks? Citizens will determine the
winners through their participation.

The options for any group of individuals to use a BBS, email,
listserv, newsgroup, web conference, or other emerging means (3D
VRML avatars, CUSEE-ME desktop video-conferencing, etc.,) are
increasing. It's to everyone's advantage for the big corporations
to provide as high a quality of infrastructure as possible, with
citizens being primarily in charge of their choice of
communications tools and in the purposes for which they use them.

The reality of the situation is that creating autonomously
controlled local networks demonstrating the authenticity of
widespread purposeful citizen participation can only be achieved
through a "Win-Win" ongoing partnership between the builders, and
the users, of our emerging National Information Infrastructure.

The former Congressional Office of Technology Assessment clearly
states: "The diversity of applications necessary for a successful
NII can only come from the citizens themselves."

THEORY VS PRACTICE
In around 1867, when the first transatlantic telegraph was
installed, wonderfully flowery visions of our global human family
being joined together were ushered from many a pulpit. Most of
these visions have yet to be realized, even with today's
technologies. The point is there's a big difference between
espousing theoretical benefits and demonstrated
practice/realization of specific benefits.

Beyond basic physical connectivity, universal service needs to
focus on the social infostructure by which people become aware of
the validated, not assumed, benefits of connectivity at all
levels.

Effective citizen engagement in lifelong learning and
purposeful public problem solving, that improves lives, is a key
issue. We need ongoing evaluative metrics to measure what's
really happening after connectivity is made available. Caring and
connectivity are two related types of bandwidth which must
interact with common sense.

As a society, we still don't know how to work together online
productively, yet. We're a passive preliterate video society
evolving toward becoming a proactive literate society.

We're all kindergartners in the information age, experimenting
with various ways of communicating and working with others
productively online. Problems arise; such as a listserv
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discussion group growing so large that most members become too
intimidated to post their ideas, or a few members choosing to
dominate public discussions with sophomoric 'spitting contests,'
airing freely their negativity and causing the majority of
discussion members to recoil in distaste.

Worse even, are discussions without leadership which are reduced
to circular hodge-podge messaging, where the same issues are
discussed over and over again with no one summarizing, archiving
and disseminating former quality messages and "collected
knowledge." When value and knowledge are not aggregated, and
decisions not reached, forward progress is lost.

It is the specific processes by which citizens aggregate
knowledge and engage in purposeful public problem-solving,
effectively, that we need to turn our focus. Without a national
"knowledge collection" effort in understanding how to leverage
these dynamics effectively, to allow us to define the direction
forward in realizing our joint potential, we'll continue to
be ... virtually clueless.
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"Should there be cash grants or vouchers available directly to schools or
school districts?"

I think the universal service procedure should be left alone. As I
understand it, the telcos put in and the telcos take out; the parties
receiving service are not in the financial loop. Schools and districts
should not have to increase their business office tasks in order for the
schools to be connected.

"Should there be an "E-rate" (educational rate) defining special discounts
for schools and libraries?"

Yes, but beyond the rate concept, consideration should be given to virtually
free access (no line charge) in order to connect our classrooms to the world.

"Should school districts have to complete state-approved technology plans in
order to qualify for Universal Service subsidies?"

NO. Districts may require schools to develop plans to satisfy local concerns
that planning is in place, but we don't need an extra layer of bureaucracy
to review school/district plans to see if they are "acceptable". While I
know that planning is important, I also know that planning is sometimes a
substitute for doing. At this stage, we need more doers!

"How should one define a bona fide request for telecommunications services?
What minimal justifications should a school, library or school district have
to offer in support of such a request?"

I think a district/telco line of communication would work. Schools connected
(with help from the local telco) to a central point (district) could be
served by the appropriate telco connection. As the usage increases, the
level of service could be modified.

"Should Universal Service subsidies extend to groups which provide
educational materials or support for educational organizations, such as
universities and colleges or community centers?"

Yes, the telcos should be able to tap the pot to cover connections to these
agencies. Rates should also be adjusted to help provide "universal" service.

• Next message: Bill Cosh: "State Technology Plap5"
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Should there be a requiremenet for state-approved technology plans?

Absolutely not!! State-approved technology plans are not a "non-cost"
item. They can be extemely costly.

For example, Wisconsin created a competitive grants approach to funding
K-12 technology. (The first problem with this is that it has increased
the disparity between the "technology haves" and the "technology have
nots"). After the first funding cycle a group of school district
administrators evaluated the approximate cost in just personnel hours
that it took to complete the technology plans and the grant application,
and they could easily prove that the cost was greater than the entire
amount of grant funding that went to K-12 schools.

In addition, once you mandate state-approved technology plans, you have
created a "cookie cutter" approach to educational technology -- and that
will not work, just as it has not worked in other areas of education
pOlicy."

Bill Cosh
Wisconsin Association of School Boards
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USIND-4 by date

• Most recent messales
• Messages sorted by: f thread ]f subject ][ author ]
• Other mail archives

Starting: Mon 16 Sep 1996 - 01:36:50 EDT
Ending: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Messages: 57

• new participant contributions to the on-nne li,braty Bob Garlitz
• COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLSi PLAYTHING OF FUTURISTS? Patricia F.

Lewis
• Rei SCANS and Universal Service Stephanie Stevenson 904 / 939-2377/78
• BE: State TeebnololY Plan5 Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78
• Be: voice e-maU for the homeless Ronda Hauben
• COIQI)arison of services Sylvia Nespoli
• Re: Free EmaU Ronda Hauben
• Rei Welcome to Week Three of the On-line Seminar Ronda Hauben
• Rei Free EmaU Marty Tennant
• Rei bona fide req)lest? Jan Van Dam
• State approved tee;bnolou plAps Jan &Uuyt
• BEi New Wireless Tecbpolodes -Re»1Y TOSTADO RICARDO
• Rei State amn=oved tecbpolOU plan5 Rex Buddenberg
• Be; Required tee;bpololY plApS? Dennis Small
• Rei Rei Professional Deyelo.pment - oomments on comments Brenda

Williams
• Rei Commupity ipfostructure Brenda Williams
• Rei New Wireless TecbpoloGes -Reply Sam Sirrwn
• Week Four Assiaments Kevin Conde
• Mandated PlapS Bill Cosh
• Welcome to Week Four of the USIND On-npe SemipA! Bob Carlitz
• new survey on allocation of Universal Seryice subsidies &b Garlitz
• Rei new survey on allocation of Uniyersal Serrice Subsidies Richard Buro -

TempleISD
• Be; Mandated Plans Gheryl Lemke
• Rei Week Four Assimments Betty Dawn Hamilton
• (no subiect> Jayne & Scott Hoffman
• Mandated Plans Preuss, Paul
• Rei State amn=oved tecbpolOC plAps Sally Hawkes
• State's B.esponsibllty for Teebpoloc Proyisjonipi Tom Buckley
• Rei Week Four AssipPPents Kevin Conde
• Bona Fide B.eq,uest? Steve Kohn
• Rei Checkipi in re us-nd Eugene Stovall
• Rei Checkipi in re us-nd Betty Dawn Hamilton
• Re: Req.uired tecbpololY plAPS? John Rademan
• Rei us-nd-diRst V4 '1 Sylvia Nespoli
• Rei neW survey on allocation ofUniversal Serrice subsidies John Rademan
• Rei Regyjred tecbnololY ploPS? Robert H. Terry



• Re: Checkjn, in re us-nd Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78
• Re; CheMjn, in re us-nd Kevin Conde
• Re; new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Rex

Buddenberg
• week fow calvin branche
• Re; Free Email Travis Thompson
• Re; Reality Check Ronda Hauben
• Egloitation Versus Utilization Travis Thompson
• Re; new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Robert

Mammel
• NPTN. FreeNet ON. Folds Jim Callahan
• NPTN I Universal Service Jim Callahan
• Yow <minjon Wanted... Wong, WayJane
• Update of Survey Analysis Laurie Maak
• Be; State's Responsibilty for Technoloa Provisionjn, Link Shadley
• Pa,perwork Reduction Christine Rademan
• Assessin, Value of Nets Frank Odasz
• Survey results Gerry Hamor
• AgreAtion and Competition &n Hammer
• Be; SCANS and Universal Service Bill Hatchett
• Aure,ation of services John Rademan
• Competition Christine Rademan
• I loofed Christine Rademan

Last message date: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Archived on: Sun Sep 22 1996 - 20:49:42 EDT

• Messages sorted by: [ thread ][ subject ][ author 1
• Other moil archives

This archive was generated by bRemw,il1,02.



USIND-4 by thread

• D!ostrecentJPessaies
• Messages sorted by: [ date )[ subject )[ author 1
• Qther lOan archives

Starting: Mon 16 Sep 1996 - 01:36:50 EDT
Ending: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Messages: 57

• new particiwmt contributioos to the on-Hoe libraJ:y Bob Carlitz
• COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLSi PLAYTHING QF FUTIJRISTS? Patricia F.

Lewis
• Be: SCANS and Universal Service Stephanie Stevenson 904 / 939-2377/78
• REi State Tecbnoloc Plans Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78

o Bei B.eQ.uired teebooloc Waos? Dennis Small
• Bei voice e-mail for the hmneless Ronda Hauben
• Cmgparison of services Sylvia Nespoli
• Bei Free Email Ronda Hauben
• Bei WelcQlDe to Week Three of the On-line Semioar Ronda Hauben
• Bei Free Email Marty Tennant
• Bei bona fide request? Jan Van Dam
• State 8,RI)roved tecboololY plaoS Jan Bolluyt

o Be: State 8,RI)roved tecbnololY plans Rex Buddenberg
o Bei State 8,RI)rOVed tecboololY plaps Sally Hawkes

• REi New Wirele66 Tecbpolodes -Reply TOSTADO RICARDO
• Bei Rei Professional Deye10JUDent - comments on comments Brenda

Williams
• Bei Commupity ipfostructure Brenda Williams
• Bei New Wire1ess Tecbpolodes -Reply Sam Simon
• Week Four Assipments Kevin Conde

o Rei Week Four Assipments Betty Dawn Hamilton
o Rei Week Four AsSipmentS Kevin Conde

• Mandated Plaps Bill Cosh
• Welcmne to Week FOW of the US/ND On-line Seminar Bob Carlitz
• new survey on allocation ofUniversal Service mbsidies Bob Carlitz

o Rei new survey on allocation ofUniversal Service subsidies Richard
Bum - Temple ISD

o Rei nejv survey on allocation ofUniversal Service subSidies John
Rademan

o Rei new survey on allocation of Univel'6al Service subsidies Rex
Buddenberg

o Rei new survey on allocation of Univel'6al Service subsidies Robert
Mammel

• (no subject) Jayne & Scott Hoffman
• Mandated PlaoS Preuss, Paul

o Rei Mandated Plaps Cheryl Lemke
• State's Re6J)OnsibUty for TecbpolOC Provisiopipi Tom Buckley

o Rei State's Re6J)Qll6ibUty for TecbPOIOIY Provisionipi Link Shadley



• Dona Fide Beqp.est? Steve Kohn
• Be: Checkjn~in re us-nd Eugene Stovall

o Rei Checkjni in re us-nci Betty Dawn Hamilton
• Rei Required tedlnolwa plans? John Rademan

o Rei Req,uired technolwa Waps? Robert H. Terry
• Be; us-nd-diiest V4 '1 Sylvia Nespoli
• Rei Cbeckjpi in re us-nci Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78
• Rei Checldpi in Ie us-nd Kevin Conde
• week four calvin branche
• Rei Free Email Travis Thompson
• Rei Beality Cheek Ronda Hauben
• Egloitation versus Utilization Travis Thompson
• NPTN. FreeNet Om. Folds Jim Callahan
• NPTN I Universal Service Jim Callahan
• Your O»jpjon Wanted... Wong, WayJane
• Update of Survey Apalysis Laurie Maak
• Paperwork Reduction Christine Rademan
• AssesAjpi Value of Nets Frank Odasz
• Survey results Gerry Hamor
• AQreption and CODQ)etition Ken Hammer
• Rei SCANS and Universal Service Bill Hatchett
• Accreption of services John Rademan
• Competition Christine Rademan
• I @Ofed Christine Rademan

Last message date: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Archived on: Sun Sep 22 1996 - 20:49:42 EDT

• Messages sorted by: [ date ][ subject ][ author 1
• Other wail archiVes

This archive was generated by hY.permq,il 1,02.



USIND-4 by author

• Messages sorted by: [ date ][ thread ][ subject 1
• Other man archives

Starting: Man 16 Sep 1996 - 01:36:50 EDT
Ending: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Messages: 57

• Betty Dawn Hamilton
o Be: Cbeckipi in re us-nd Wed, 18 Sep 1996 05:38:52 -0500 (CDT)
o Be: Week Four Assignments Tue, 17 Sep 199605:58:02 -0500 (CDT)

• Bill Cosh
o Mandated Plans Man, 16 Sep 199620:20:09 -0700

• Bill Hatchett
o Be: SCANS and Universal Senrj,ce Sun, 22 Sep 1996 13:50:43 -0600 (MDT)

• Bob Carlitz
o new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Man, 16 Sep 1996

23:01:29 -0400 (EDT)
o Welcome to Week FmIr oillie US/NP On-line Seminar Man, 16 Sep 1996

21:21:56 -0400 (EDT)
o new particiwmt contributions to the on-line library Man, 16 Sep 1996

01:36:19 -0400 (EDT)
• Brenda Williams

o Be: Commupity infostructure 16 Sep 199615:22:08 GMT
o Be: Be: Professional Deyelemment comments on comments 16 Sep 1996

15:07:09 GMT
• calvin branche

o week four Wed, 18 Sep 199614:34:17 -0400
• Cheryl Lemke

o Be: Mandated Plaps Mon, 16 Sep 199623:17:14 -0500
• Christine Rademan

o I Med Sun, 22 Sep 199617:47:16 +0000
o Competition Sun, 22 Sep 1996 15:43:08 +0000
o Paperwork Reduction Sat, 21 Sep 199608:56:08 +0000

• Dennis Small
o Be: Reg,uired technoloi}' plans? Man, 16 Sep 199612:47:25 -0700 (PDT)

• Eugene Stovall
o Be: Checkimr in re us-nd Tue, 17 Sep 9618:21 PDT

• Frank Odasz
o AssessiniYalue of Nets Sat, 21 Sep 9610:14:08 MDT

• Gerry Hamor
o Survey results Sat, 21 Sep 199623:17:58 -0700

• Jan Bolluyt
o State approved teMpoloi}' plans Sun, 15 Sep 199623:11:11 -0500

• Jan Van Dam
o Be: bona fide rea.uest? Mon, 16 Sep 199608:33:19 -0400

• JaYne & Scott Hoffman
o (no subject) Tue, 17 Sep 199606:16:04 -0600 (MDT)



• Jim Callahan
o NPTNp FreeNet Drip Folds Thu, 19 Sep 1996 18:40:56 -0700
o NPTN / Universal Service Thu, 19 Sep 199618:57:59 -0700

• John Rademan
o Aaireiation of services Sun, 22 Sep 199614:19:07 +0000
o Be: new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Wed, 18 Sep

199606:27:59 +0000
o Be: Reauired teehnolollY plans? Wed, 18 Sep 199605:51 :46 +0000

• KenHammer
o ~tion and Competition Sun, 22 Sep 96 15:30:52 -0500

• Kevin Conde
o Be: Cheekjui in re us-nd Wed, 18 Sep 199608:22:15 -0700
o Be: Week Four Assi@ments The, 17 Sep 199610:47:15 -0700
o Week Four Assilmments Mon, 16 Sep 199615:31:46 -0700

• Laurie Mask
o Update of Survey Analysis Fri, 20 Sep 199621:32:15 -0400 (EDT)

• Link Shadley
o Be: State's Responsibilty for TechnolOi:Y Proyisionini Sat, 21 Sep 1996

07:09:46 +0000
• Marty Tennant

o Be: Free Email Mon, 16 Sep 199608:07:06 -0700
• Patricia F. Lewis

o COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING OF FUTIJRISTS? Sun, 15 Sep
199621:06:45 -0400

• Preuss, Paul
o Mandated plans Tue, 17 Sep 199609:49:55 +5 EST

• Rex Buddenberg
o Be: new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Wed, 18 Sep 96

09:29:43 -0700
o Be: State amnwed technolozy plans Mon, 16 Sep 96 11:47:42 -0700

• Richard Buro - Temple ISD
o Be: new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies Mon, 16 Sep

199622:56:43 -0500 (CDT)
• Robert H. Terry

o Be: Reauired tecbnoloc plane? Wed, 18 Sep 1996 10:09:20 -0400 (EDT)
• Robert Mammel

o Be: new survey on allocation oflJniyersal Service subsidies Wed, 18 Sep
199617:55:37 -0400

• Ronda Hauben
o Be: Beality Cheek Mon, 16 Sep 199608:39:05 -0400 (EDT)
o Be: Welcome to Week Three of the On-line Seminar Mon, 16 Sep 1996

08:04:32 -0400 (EDT)
o Be: Free Email Mon, 16 Sep 1996 07:38:28 -0400 (EDT)
o Be: voice e-mail for the homeless Man, 16 Sep 199607:19:06 -0400 (EDT)

• Sally Hawkes
o Be: State approved technolOIlY plans Tue, 17 Sep 199609:10:50 -0500 (CDT)

• SamSimon
o Be: New Wireless TechnoloiPes -Reply Mon, 16 Sep 199618:07:06 -0700

• Stephanie Stevenson 9041939-2377/78



o Be: Checking in re us-nd Wed, 18 Sep 199609:45:59 -0400 (EDT)
o RE: State TeetmoloiY Plans Sun, 15 Sep 1996 18:06:37 -0400 (EDT)
o Be: SCANS and Universal Service Sun, 15 Sep 199617:55:02 -0400 (EDT)

• SteveKohn
o Bona Fide Reguest? 17 Sep 199615:54:15 GMT

• Sylvia Nespoli
o Be: us-nd-digest y4 #1 18 Sep 199607:43:01 -0400
o CQJlU)arison of services 16 Sep 199607:40:01-0400

• Tom Buckley
o State's ResponsibiltY for TeclmolQiY Provisioning Tue, 17 Sep 199612:45:42

-0400
• TOSTADO RICARDO

o BE: New Wireless Teclmolomes -Reply Mon, 16 Sep 199611:37:00 -0500
• Travis Thompson

o EXPloitation versus Utilization Sun, 15 Sep 199612:47:13 EDT
o Re: Free Email Mon, 16 Sep 199612:12:22 EDT

• Wong, WayJane
o Your Opinion Wanted... 20 Sep 96 14:57:26 PDT

Last message date: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Archived on: Sun Sep 22 1996 - 20:49:42 EDT

• Messages sorted by: [ date )[ thread )[ subject 1
• Other ID,iJ archives

This archive was generated by hynermail1,Q2.



USIND-4 by subject
• Messages sorted by: [ date ][ thread ][ author 1
• Other mail archives

Starting: Man 16 Sep 1996 - 01:36:50 EDT
Ending: Sun 22 Sep 1996 - 20:46:53 EDT
Messages: 57

• (no subject)
o Jayne & Scott Hoffman The, 17 Sep 199606:16:04 -0600 (MDT)

• Aggregation and Competition
o Ken Hammer Sun, 22 Sep 96 15:30:52 -0500

• Aggregation of services
o John Rademan Sun, 22 Sep 199614:19:07 +0000

• Assessing Value of Nets
o Frank Odasz Sat, 21 Sep 96 10:14:08 MDT

• Bona Fide Request?
o Steve Kohn 17 Sep 199615:54:15 GMT
o Jan \Tan Dam Mon, 16 Sep 199608:33:19 -0400

• Checking in re us-nd
o Kevin Conde Wed, 18 Sep 199608:22:15 -0700
o Stephanie Steyepson 9041939-237708 Wed, 18 Sep 1996 09:45:59 -0400

(EDT)
o Betty Dawn Hamilton Wed, 18 Sep 199605:38:52 -0500 (eDT)
o EUiene Stovall Tue, 17 Sep 96 18:21 PDT

• Community infostructure
o Brenda Williams 16 Sep 199615:22:08 GMT

• Comparison of services
o Sylyia Nespoli 16 Sep 1996 07:40:01 -0400

• Competition
o Christine Rademan Sun, 22 Sep 199615:43:08 +0000

• COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING OF FUTURISTS?
o Patricia F. Lewis Sun, 15 Sep 199621:06:45 -0400

• Exploitation versus Utilization '
o Trayis Thoumson Sun, 15 Sep 199612:47:13 EDT

• FreeEmail
o Travis Thoumson Mon, 16 Sep 199612:12:22 EDT
o MartY Tennant Mon, 16 Sep 199608:07:06 -0700
o Ronda Hauben Mon, 16 Sep 199607:38:28 -0400 (EDT)

• Igoofed
o Christine Rademan Sun, 22 Sep 199617:47:16 +0000

• Mandated Plans
o Preuss. Paul The, 17 Sep 199609:49:55 +5 EST
o Cheal Lemke Mon, 16 Sep 199623:17:14 -0500
o Bill Cosh Mon, 16 Sep 199620:20:09 -0700

• new participant contributions to the on-line library
o Bob Carlitz Mon, 16 Sep 199601.'36:19 -0400 (EDT)

• new survey on allocation of Universal Service subsidies



o Robert Mamme1 Wed, 18 Sep 1996 17:55:37 -0400
o Rex Buddenbem Wed, 18 Sep 96 09:29:43 -0700
o John Bademan Wed, 18 Sep 199606:27:59 +0000
o Richard Buro - Temple ISD Mon, 16 Sep 199622:56:43 -0500 (CDT)
o Bob Carlitz Mon, 16 Sep 199623:01:29 -0400 (EDT)

• New Wireless Technologies -Reply
o Saw Simon Mon, 16 Sep 1996 18:07:06 -0700
o TOSTADO RICARDO Mon, 16 Sep 199611:37:00 -0500

• NPTN I Universal Service
o Jim Callahan Thu, 19 Sep 1996 18:57:59 -0700

• NPTN, FreeNet Org. Folds
o Jim Callahan Thu, 19 Sep 1996 18:40:56 -0700

• Paperwork Reduction
o Christine Rademan Sat, 21 Sep 1996 08:56:08 +0000

• Professional Development - comments on comments
o Brenda Williams 16 Sep 199615:07:09 GMT

• Reality Check
o Ronda Hauben Mon, 16 Sep 199608:39:05 -0400 (EDT)

• Required technology plans?
o Robert H, Teny Wed, 18 Sep 1996 10:09:20 -0400 (EDT)
o John Bademan Wed, 18 Sep 199605:51:46 +0000
o Dennis Small Mon, 16 Sep 199612:47:25 -0700 (PDT)

• SCANS and Universal Service
o Bill Hatchett Sun, 22 Sep 1996 13:50:43 -0600 (MDT)
o Stephanie Stevenson 904L939-2377na Sun, 15 Sep 199617:55:02 -0400

(EDT)
• State approved technology plans

o Sally Hawkes The, 17 Sep 199609:10:50 -0500 (eDT)
o Rex Buddenbm Mon, 16 Sep 96 11:47:42 -0700
o Jan Bolluyt Sun, 15 Sep 199623:11,'11 -0500

• State Technology Plans
o Ste,plumie Stevenson 9041939-2377na Sun, 15 Sep 1996 18:06:37 -0400

(EDT)
• State's Responsibilty for Technology Provisioning

o Link Shadley Sat, 21 Sep 1996 07,-D9,'46 +0000
o Tom Buckley The, 17 Sep 199612:45:42 -0400

• Survey results
o Geny Hamor Sat, 21 Sep 199623:17:58 -0700

• Update of Survey Analysis
o Laurie Maak Fri, 20 Sep 199621:32:15 -0400 (EDT)

• us-nd-digest V4 #1
o Sylvia Nespoli 18 Sep 1996 07:43,{)1 -0400

• voice e-mail for the homeless
o Ronda Hauben Mon, 16 Sep 199607.'19:06 -0400 (EDT)

• weekfour
o calvin branche Wed, 18 Sep 199614:34:17 -0400

• Week Four Assignments
o Kevin Conde The, 17 Sep 199610:47:15 -0700
o BettY Dawn HamjJton Tue, 17 Sep 199605:5&02 -0500 (CDT)



o Kevin Conde Mon, 16 Sep 199615:31:46 -0700
• Welcome to Week Four of the USIND On-line Seminar

o Bob Carlitz Mon, 16 Sep 199621:21:56 -0400 (EDT)
• Welcome to Week Three of the On-line Seminar

o Ronda Hauben Mon, 16 Sep 199608:04:32 -0400 (EDT)
• Your Opinion Wanted•••

o Woni. WarJane 20 Sep 9614:57:26 PDT
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new participant contributions to the on-line
library
Bob Carlitz (bob@info-ren.pitt.edu)
Man, 16 Sep 199601:36:19 -0400 (EDT)
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• Next message: Patricia F. Lewis: "COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING

OF FUTURISTS?"

There have been a number of new contributions received for the universal
Service/Network Democracy on-line library. These include a number of
summaries of Comments and Reply Comments submitted to the FCC and brief
essays on topics relevant to the seminar. A current index follows:

Barry Chad
Summary: The Navajo Nation Comments
Summary: U.S. Catholic Conference, et al, Comments
Summary: U.S. Catholic Conference, et al, Reply Comments
Summary: Kinko's Inc. Comments

Janet W. Claassen
Summary: Alliance for Distance Education in CA

Ken Hammer
Summary: AARP Comments

Carl Kucharski
Oregon State Telecom. Forum Council Established
Summary: Time Warner Comnunents
Summary: People for the American Way Comments
Summary: Benton Foundation Comments
Summary: Alliance for Community Media Reply Comments

Sherry L Macaul
Summary: AFT, CCSSO, FARNET & USDLA Comments

Jim McClellan
Summary: Department of Interior Comments

Jack McFadden
Telecommunications Regulatory Vocabulary

Tim Mocarski
Summaries: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction and Public

Service Commission

John Moorman
Summary: Illinois State Board of Education et al. Comments

A. P. Picadio
Universal Service Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996

Kenneth Pohl



Summary: Initial comments of the VSCCS
Summary: Black Community Crusade for Children Comments
Summary: American Federation of Teachers
Summary: Council of Great City Schools Comments

Christine Rademan
Summary: Wavephore Comments

carl Redwood
Summary: Comments of National Black Caucus of State Legislators

Telecommunications and Energy Committee

Eugene Stovall
Summary: Oakland Unified School District

Jim Warner
California Legislation

Brenda Williams
Summary: Comments of America's Public Television Stations

The URL for this index is
http://info-rgn,pitt,edu/yniyersal seryice/local-resources,html

There is a pointer to it on the Universal Service/Network Democracy
home page,

bttPillinfo ren,pitt,edu/lmiyersal service

Please continue to add to these submissions by sending e-mail to
library@info-ren,pitt.edu

Thanks,
Bob Carlitz
Moderator

• Next message: Patricia F, Lewis: "COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING
OF FUTURISTS?"



COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING OF
FUTURISTS?
Patricia F. Lewis (pflewis@nersp.nerdc.ufl.edu)
Sun, 15 Sep 199621:06:45 -04()()
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Uniyersal Service"
• Previous message: Bob Carlitz: "new ParticiPant contributions to the on-line

library"

Hi Eeveryone --

This is from the latest Culture in Cyberspace Newsletter. Thought this
group would find it interesting...

BTW -- this is my first post to the group -- I've been trying to keep up
with the reading and I'm finding everyone's posts very intresting, but it's
been hard with school starting along with this seminar!! Anyway, everyone's
comments are very helpful to me as I start writing two papers this semester
- both on the comments submitted in response to the universal service NPRM.
I was particularly interested in the recent comments about SCANS, as I wrote
a little bit about them as they related to computers and the Internet in a
paper last semester. Also, does anyone know where I can get my own copy of
that report? I've looked for it on the DOL site, but it's not there.

Patty

*******************************************************

COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS: PLAYTHING OF FUTURISTS?

Writing in the washington Post (9/10/96), Colman Mccarthy takes
a skeptical look at the rush to put computers in classrooms. "While
awaiting this new age of enlightenment," he writes, "it would help if
someone besides the CEOs of computer corporations and their
consultants to school districts came forward with evidence that
plugging children into the Internet will enhance their educational
lives and develop their moral character."

As far as McCarthy is concerned, there is more of a case for
keeping computers out of schools. "At the moment,
technology-based education is the plaything of futurists who have
little more than speculations and dreams about the benefits of
plug-in learning.... Schools are crowded with children saturated and
overstimulated by [media technology]... that sink them into
stupored boredom when a teacher talks for more than five minutes
and can't be channel-surfed away by a clicker."

McCarthy concludes with words that would make Cliff Stoll beam.
"Resisting the computer revolution, and the big money behind it,
means taking a stand for the most radical education notion of all:
For intellectual sustenance, character development, a grounding in



self-discipline and exposure to a motivating adult, children need
schools with dedicated teachers, not schools dedicated to
computers. n

WashPost: <http://WKW,washingtonpost com/>

Copyright 1996 by william G. LeFurgyi all rights reserved.
Excerpts and sample copies may be distributed for non-commercial
use so long as they are attributed and provide the CinC e-mail
address (wlefurgy@radix.net).

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please notify:
wlefurgy@radix.net

Patricia Figliola Lewis
University of Florida
PhD Student, Telecom Policy & Law
httoj/lgroye,ufl,eduj8Q/-pflewisl
pflewis@nersp.nerdc.ufl.edu

Connect our children to the future -
Get involved in NetDay!!!
http'//WKW netday·org
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Re: SCANS and Universal Service
Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78 (STEVENS@mail.{irn.edu)
Sun, 15 Sep 199617:55:02 -0400 (EDT)
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• Next message: Stephapie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78: "RE: State TecbnoloiY

Plans"
• Previous message: Patricia F. Lewis: "COMPUTERS IN SCHOOLS:

PLAYTHING OF FUTURISTS?"

:RE the SCANS report:

I became aware of it in the fall of 1993. I really appreciated how the
competencies were relevant to real world applications for in school
instruction. In Florida where I teach we have been developing standards
from a document call Blueprint 2000 that adapted the SCANS competencies for
the Florida School system. In all teacher training that I do I begin with
the standards and their evolution from the SCANS document. Not one teacher
in the workshops has ever heard of SCANS until I tell them. For us at the
teaching level it is as if BP2000 goals appeared out of the sky as the new
order of education. Knowing the background of the SCANS report adds a new
perspective and willingness to incorporate these goals at a local level.
Restructuring efforts in the Florida School system have now reached the
local level with school improvement plans based on Blueprint 2000. In my
school most teacher improvement plans have been based on the school
improvement plan so I believe that SCANS has made its way to the local
level at least in Florida, but not with the name SCANS attached.

Stephanie Stevenson
stevens@mail.firn.edu
5th Grade Graduation Enhancement
Holley-Navarre Intermediate School
1936 Navarre School Road
Navarre, FL 32561
Phone:904-939-2377 FAX:904-939-0548

• Next message: Stephanje Stevenson 904/939-2377/78: "RE: State TechnoloiY
Plans"
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PLAYTHING OF FUTURISTS?"



RE: State Technology Plans
Stephanie Stevenson 904/939-2377/78 (STEVENS@mail./irn.edu)
Sun, 15 Sep 199618:06:37 -0400 (EDT)
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In Florida we have developed technology plans at the local schools that
became part of the district plan that was submitted to the state. The state
provides moneys to the districts in the form of a grant based on the plans
then the individual schools write grants for a certain allocated cap based
on their school technology plan. This may not be ideal, but as a result my
school has been retrofitted(in progress) this has paid for teacher training
as one third of the money has to be allocated for teacher training,
software, hardware, etc. OUr PTA has purchased through fundraisers one
computer for each classroom in our 1000 student Intermediate school. WE may
not be on the cutting edge, but without the state funding we would have
very little. Just my two cents worth.

Stephanie Stevenson
stevens@mail.firn.edu
5th Grade Graduation Enhancement
Bolley-Navarre Intermediate School
1936 Navarre School Road
Navarre, FL 32561
Phone:904-939-2377 FAX:904-939-0548
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Re: voice e-mail for the homeless
Ronda Hauben (rh120@columbia.edu>
Mon, 16 Sep 199607:19:06 -0400 (EDT)
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Techpology PlanS"

Responding to Emilio_Gonzalez@ed.gov (Emilio Gonzalez)

> Many libraries are providing e-mail access for the homeless. It is
> possible to use schools (after hours) and community centers for
> providing email access. Washington State and New York City are
> examples of communities that are providing public access through
> libraries. Homeless person have as much right as anyone else to use
> PUBLIC facilities.

The Nov. 1994 NTIA (National Telecommunications Information Administration)
conference discussed prOViding email access for the homeless, and Usenet
and lynx access as well. (There is a summary of the online conference
in vol 7 no. 1 of the Amateur Computerist which is available from me
if you write me at ronda@umcc.umich.edu for a copy of the issue)

I wondered where e-mail access is available for the homeless in
New York City however, as there is a need for something like a
Free-net or community network to have an e-mail account. In NYC
the New York Public Library makes netscape available but not any
email accounts so unless someone has an email account elsewhere,
the access at the NYPL doesn't help make e-mail available. It only
helps to read email where one already has an account.

Ronda
rh120@columbia.edu

Netizens: on the History and Impact
of Usenet and the Internet

http://www.cglymbia edll/Nhauben/netbook/
See chapter 11 "The NTIA Conference on the future of the Net"
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Comparison of services
Sylvia Nespoli (sylviaJtespoli@ridleysd.k12.pa.us)
16 Sep 199607:40:01 -0400
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REGARDING Comparison of services

In the articles presented for our browsing, one mentioned that would it be
fair to compare the services provided to cities the size of Los Angeles and
New York city with the smaller and less densely populated areas.

I was just wondering how the comparison could be accomplished so that it would
be fair and equitable to all.

Hopefully the Board will be wise enough and informed enough to suggest an
equitable equation for comparison.

Until I read the articles I didn't fully realize just how much the rural areas
depend on telecommunications availability to reach the outside world and level
the playing field for their students and adults.

Sylvia

• Next message: Ronda Hauben: "Re: Free Email"
• Previous message: Ronda Hauben: "Re: voice e-mail for the homeless"



Re: Free Email
Ronda Hauben (rh12O@columbia.edu)
Mon, 16 Sep 199607:38:28 -0400 (EDT)
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>Travis Thompson <etechojt@juno.com>
>
>Juno is a company that offers FREE email accounts.
>
>It is so free, that if they don't have a local number
>for you to call, they have your computer call their
>800 number.
>
>It is supported by advertising, done in a very slick
>and unobtrusive way.
>

So people's phone bills are being asked to subsidize
a business promoting advertising and to invite this advertising
into public schools and public libraries?

The Internet was developed in a way that strictly limited advertising
via an Acceptible Use Policy and that helped to make possible
the important communication resource that was developed.

And there was a reason for this, among which is that there is a
reason not to use tax money to subsidize advertising for companies.

It is to abandon the lessons and strength of this history to promote
advertising and to say that to read email one has to be willing to
put up with advertising, and then to call this "universal service".

TO encourage subsidizing such advertising by promoting its use
and recommending advertising be put into schools and libraries
shows the problems that develop when there aren't public principles
guiding public policy.

Ronda
rh120@columbia.edu

Netizens: On the History and Impact
of Usenet and the Internet

httpjllwww,columbia,edu/-hayben/netbo°k/
see Chapter 12 - "Imminent Death of the Net Predicted"
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